
Title: Reliving History 
 

Objectives 

To enable students to use the internet to search for 
information about the Civil War 

Time frame to Complete 

1 hour 
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Standard(s) Addressed in Lesson  

Read for Understanding 

Benchmark(s) Addressed in Lesson  

R.4.1.  Identify purposes for reading 
R.4.6.  Select and use print and electronic reference material 
R.4.8.  Understand meaning of specialized content vocabulary 
R.4.15. Draw conclusions about text using knowledge of main ideas and supporting details, 
consistent with complexity of the text. 
 

Materials 

 Computers with internet access 

 What Do You Know about the Civil War? handout 

 Paper, pencils 

 Access to suggested websites:  www.civil-war.net, www.npr.org, www.nationalgeographic.com, 
www.parade.com/civilwar, www.pbs.org, www.history.com/topics/american-civil-war, 
www.nytimes.com/interactive/2010/10/29/opinion/20101029-civil-war.html, www.google.com 

 

Learner Prior Knowledge 
Familiarity with the main issues of the Civil War; how to use the computer mouse, how to search the internet. 

Activities 
 
Step 1     Teacher explains that April 12, 2011 marks the 150th anniversary of the start of the Civil War.  Ask the 
students to share (briefly) what they know about the Civil War.  Limit discussion to about 5 minutes. 
 
Step 2     Define key vocabulary terms related to the Civil War:  Union, Confederacy, Civil, secede, slavery, 
abolition, emancipation 
 
Step 3 Distribute What Do You Know about the Civil War? handout.  Instruct the students that they will complete 
an Internet search to learn more about the Civil War and answer the questions on the handout. 
 

http://www.civil-war.net/
http://www.npr.org/
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/
http://www.parade.com/civilwar
http://www.pbs.org/
http://www.history.com/topics/american-civil-war
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2010/10/29/opinion/20101029-civil-war.html
http://www.google.com/


Step 4     Students will use various internet sites to answer questions about the Civil War. 
 
Step 5     Teacher and students will review the answers to questions about the Civil War. 
 
Step 6     Students will explore additional information about the Civil War based upon their own interests. 
 

Assessment/Evidence 
Students will be comfortable with using the internet to discover information about the Civil War; completed 
worksheet. 

Adaptations for Beginning Students 
Peer assistance for using the internet 

Adaptations for Advanced Students 
Advanced students can read a book about the Civil War and present a report to the class. 

Teacher Reflection/Lesson Evaluation 
 
 

This lesson was created by Middletown ABLE. 

 





 



 


